











Oswmose team in water festival boat race
This year’s water festival took
place ?rom the 23™ to the 25™ @-c-*
November. The main event &fF
during the water festival s the
annual boat race, held over two
days in Siewm Reap. This year
Osmose entered a team in the
race, sponsored by Les Enfants
Adu Sourire Khmer (ESK), a
charity providing assistance to

cambodian children.

The team consisted of 25 people from Prek Toal and
Chong Kneas floating villages. As this was the first
year Osmose has entered a team tn the race, training
was intense Ln preparation for the event.

Over thirty boats from Siem Reap ‘pYO\/Lwce took part
b the race. Despite a lack of previous racing experience
the Osmeose team performed very well. They won three
out of four races ow the first day, and only lost by
a small margin on the final day. Although they
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did not get through to the final heats they did win a
swall prize, and have high hopes for the race in 200%.
The participation to this event was an opportunity to
speak about Osmeose project and the work downe with the
communities of Prek Toal core area.

Free wedical consultation thawks to santé 5
Continents
A team of 10 persons (doctors and allied health
personnel) of the French assoclation Santé 5 Continents
spent two days in October 2007 in the floating villages
of Prek Toal and Kbal Taol. They managed to conduct
around 100 consultations per day and Loentified
a certain number of patients that wneeded further
examinations and treatment (catamct h wsertewsww
s ete.). Their
: v»suts saved

-fro m the
'_ worse. We are
lextremel
grateful to
= | them and will
l be happy to

welcome them
again in April
2008.

www.santescontinents.com
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water hyacinth products now on sale in three locations
n Siem Reap
Oswmose’s water Hyacinth Handieraft project has
grown lnsizesince it began over four years ago. During
lnterviews with fa milies tn 2003, Osmose discovered
that a few women in Prek Toal used to weave hammocks
from water hyacinth, an environmental pest. Osmose
decidend to support the revival of this craft, and at the
same time help the environment, by faoz,LLtathg
training and orientating sales of their products
towards an

international "

market. The

women orgamseol r

themselves into a |

aoopemtwe and |

named it Sara

after a delicate (38

yellow flower of .I-L{i o

the lake. saray SEN

wow produces

over 40 different

water hyacinth

products on sale

at three different locations in Siem Reap:

" AngRor Night Market

" The Singing Tree cafe

" The grand Hotel Apsam Terrace

The Saray cataLogue is available on request at
osmose@owuwe com.kRh

Buy ing saray handicraft provides ecologically
friendly and sustainable revenues for the women of
Prek Toal. Your purchase decreases their dependence
wpon fish, and contributes to fight an environmental
Lssue on the Tonle Sap Lake.

Osmose now has its own Ecotourism boat
Thanks to the support of Veolia Environnement
foundation, Osmose has been able to build its own
boat in 2007. Until now Osmose was using the boat
of Bo, owr boat driver. The new boat is equippeal with
a less noisy and more fuel -efficient engine. it can
easily fit a group of 12 people.
The new boat reflects the growing activity of Osmose’s
Ecotourism component, which enables 20 -(»‘amuues of
Prek Toal and 12 families of Peak Kanteil to benefit
from additional income. The boat’s capathH of the
new boat also enables us to bring the medical team
- of the Angkor
b - Hospital for
~ % children twice
a wmonth in the
= = floating villages
« to conduct
free paediatric
= consultations.




THE BIRD PAGE

(f there is one waterbird species that any birdwatcher dream of seeing in
AsLa, Lt has to be the Greater Adjutawt. As eerie anol impressive as it is
vare, it easily qualifies for the hit parade of the most sought-after species
and collects many of the ‘extreme’ epithets:
- Extremely large: 1.5 m in height
- Extremely odd: naked neck and head, extensible gular pouch,
massive bill
- Extremely rave: only 800-900 birds left ow the planet, with two separate
populations, one in Assam, ndia, and the other centered on Cambodia’s
Townle Sap Great Lake.
- Extremely controversial: there has beew a very hot debate on Ldentifica
tion from time to time, mainly on the value o?the gular pouch and the
gray upper wing bar as identification features separating it from the
commoner Lesser Adjutant.
Prek Toal area shelters the only sizeable colony of Greater Adjutants in
South-Bast Asia. About 45 pairs (10% of the world population) come to breed in
the flooded forest from December to May each year.

The twitcher’s notepad - when, where and how to see Greater Adjutant

Prek Toal is definitely a top world site for seeing this birder’s “must”. tf you choose the timing of your visit

carefully and know where to go, a one-day trip to Prek Toal bird sanctuary will be enough to put the Greater

Adjutant on your List. There are three options, each giving a different experience, requiring a different ap-

proach and offering a good chance of meeting Your target.

1. December—MLd—)awuarg/*** experience / westing birds, easiest ana highest chance (99-100%)
(n December, pairs preparing to nest sit conspicuously on Large treetops emerging from the £ m deep
floods, and wotorboats cawn easily approach thew. Later, paddleboats will bring you into the colony.
This period provides unforgettable views of birds in breeding plumage, pouch displaying, uttering deep
groaning calls, bill-clapping and taking off with muffled sounds.

2. February-March/* experience/birds in flight, searching required, medium chance (50%)
At this time of year, Lower water Levels will not permeit day-trips to the colonies and you will be taken
along rivers on a paddleboat. You will have to scan the sky relentlessly and Look for adjutant silhouettes
among the cireling swarms of storks and pelicans (tip: Look at the bottom of the flocks: that is where
these heavy birds are usually found). once You see them, You will have to hope that the birds cooperate
by showing you their upper wing well enough whew turning towards you. Distance and harsh sunlight
may be part of the toentification thrill!

3. April-May/** experience/wading birds, phgsicaLLg demanding, high chance (20-90%)
Whew the water is at its lowest, birds congregate to feed on the lakeshore but the only way to approach
them Ls to wade in the mud for a while. This physically strenuous exercise — at 40 degrees Celsius! — un-
derstanolably deters most birders but its rewards may make some of You consider the option. Remember
also that access to Prek Toal itself can be problematic at this time of the year: think of it in terms of a
huge field of mud with a thin layer of water on top rather than a proper Lake!

How to support Osmose?
Become a member of the association or/and donate to Osmose.
™ Recommend our ecotourism trips on the Tonle Sap lake to your friends.
~  Visit us in Siem Reap to learn wore about our Prqject.
M Purchase publications, posters or water hyacinth handicraft.
Find out more about us on our website www.osmosetonlesap.net
or contact us: osmose@online.com.kh or osmosefrance@yahoo.fr - tel: +855 (0)12 832 812

Annual mem’bcrs’mp: nternational money transfer to the following account:
Darter junior 40 US$ BIC = CRLYFRPP
Darter senior g0 US$ (BAN = FRAF 2000 2033 4400 0007 9244 UL
Bank account holder: Osmose






